@ The Uniting Church in Australia
Leopold Uniting Church

19th March, 2017

WELCOME TO THIS NEWS-SHEET OF EVENTS AND GENERAL
INFORMATION from LEOPOLD UNITING CHURCH
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By Julle Perrin
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SievX

On the shores of Canberra’s Lake Burley
Griffin is a memorial to the SievX. On 19
October 2001, an unseaworthy fishing boat
called the SievX was carrying 400 asylum
seekers towards Australia; 353 of them
drowned off the West Australian coast. | heard
about the memorial through Uniting Church
members, part of a larger group of concerned
citizens who'd instigated the project.

Although the memorial signals a loss of
monumental proportions, it is compellingly
simple. When | look up the grassy slope above
the windswept edge of the lake, a long line of
wooden posts curve away from me - Each post
represents one adult or one child; some of
them are named. Schools and community
groups across Australia were invited to paint
and inscribe a wooden post. It takes a
thought-provoking stretch of time to read the
inscriptions.

The schoolchildren’s words are heartfelt and
direct. The post in memory of Saed Kareem is
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Image of Siev X memorial by Michelle via Flickr

inscribed by the children of a school in Thora

NSW:

“You could have lived in our beautiful valley.

You could have had a happy life. You could

have been my friend.”

Students from a school in South Australia

qguoted a Middle Eastern proverb in memory

of Donya Sobie, aged 14.

“How do we know when it is dawn? When we

have enough light to recognise in the face of

a stranger that of our sister.”

Sometimes we need the voices of children to

remind us of this.

This is an extract from Spinifex Blessing,

stories of faith and life by Julie Perrin,

available at
ctmresourcing.org.au/spinifex-blessing

Reflection

What honest questions have you heard from

children recently? How can we live in a way

that welcomes the stranger?

Julie Perrin
www.victas.uca.org.au/givingisliving



http://www.victas.uca.org.au/givingisliving

Sunday 19t March, 2017 10:30 a.m.
Service of Worship led by Rev Ian Porter

b‘ . Your word O Lord is a lamp to our feet
M light to our path”
3 LECTIONARY: Lent3
l“‘;“ . Exodus: 17:1-7 (p78)
3 4 The Psalm95  (p591/592)

Lentenfomaisil Sttt

John 4:5-42 (p 122/123)
Season Lord, may your word live in us
fiAnd bear much sl

DUTY PERSONS:

Worship Assistant: Ruth Mitchell
Bible Reader: Elsie Stokie
Greeting: Beryl Chappell

Prayer: Don Barber
Steward: Ron Wilson
Cleaning: Contract

Sunday 26t March, 2017 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service led by Rev Bob Thomas
LECTIONARY: Lent4

Your word O Lord is a lamp to our feet A light to our path”

1Samuel: 16:1-13  (p 282/283)

Psalm 23 (p 549)

Ephesians 5: 8 — 14 (p 242)

John9:1-41 (p 130/131)

Lord, may your word liveinusi And bear much f7r
DUTY PERSONS:

Worship Assistant: Elsie Stokie
Bible Reader: Ken Flavell
Greeting: Kay Walsh

Prayer: Minister
Steward: Rob Cummings
Cleaning: K. & V. Flavell
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Sunday 2nd April, 2017 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service led by Rev Ian Porter
LECTIONARY: Lent5

Your word O Lord is a lamp to our feet A light to our path”

Ezekiel: 37:1-14 (p 837/838)

Psalm 130 (p613)

Romans 8: 6 —11 (p 196/197)

John11:1-44 (p 133/134)

Lord, may your word liveinusi And bear much fr
DUTY PERSONS:

Worship Assistant: Rob Cummings Prayer: Dennis Mitchell

No Communion today — Communion will be on Easter Day. 16" April
Bible Reader: Don Barber Steward: Ken Flavell
Greeting: Dianne Twigg Cleaning: Contract
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Sunday 9t April, 2017 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service led by Victor Buhigar
LECTIONARY: Palm Sunday

Your word O Lord is a lamp to our feet = fA light to our path”

Isaiah: 50:4 -9a (p714)
Psalm 31:9-16 (p552/553)
Philippians 2: 5-11 (p 246)

Matthew 26:14 -27:66 or 27: 11 - 54 (p 39/42)
Lord, may your word live inus An d rimach fruit to your glory”

DUTY PERSONS:

Worship Assistant: Ron Wilson Prayer: Minister

Bible Reader: Beryl Lewis Steward: Rob Cummings
Greeting: Rob Cummings Cleaning: S. & H. Lochhead

W_ay—Side Pulpit message this week...
(Have the courage to act- instead of react.o

UCAF Tomorrow Monday 20" March at 12 noon
Luncheon at Karingal’s Seasons Café If you would
like to join them, please contact Marj Snell ASAP
5250 3358 Numbers & Transport - Meeting at the
church at 11:30a.m.

Nursing-home Services: (conducted by Victor B.)
Kensington Grange Today
Sunday 19" March at 1:30 p.m.

Estia: Next Service Tuesday 11" April at 10:30 a.m.
You are invited to come along to these services.

The Church Annual Congregational Meeting &
Budget Setting will be held on Sunday 26"

March, 2017. At 9:45 a.m.

Church Worship Time

Over the coming months, with two ministers
being available for Sunday services both at
Leopold and East Geelong, the
congregations are able to choose worship
'titnestHat bestsuit their needs.

Please give some thought to the time you
would prefer to have the Leopold Sunday

Service and make your preference known.
Consider also best time for ftup of tead and social
interaction i meeting with the minister of the day.

For the present, Services will be a 10:30 a.m. while
people’s opinions are being gathered.

Combined Churches Men’s Breakfast
Leopold Uniting Church Saturday 1°* April 7:30a.m.
Guest Speaker: Jane Carrigg “Young people at Risk”

Cancer Council - Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea
Leopold Uniting Church- Wednesday 24" May
Mark the date in your diary to come and join with us here

for a tasty & delightful morning out

You are invited to East Geelong for Lenten studies led
by Victor Buhagiar at 7:00 p.m. Next study...
Wednesday 22" March at 7:00 p.m. East Geelong

Holy Week Program
Monday 10" April: 7:00 p.m. at Leopold Uniting Church
Tuesday 11" April: 7:00 p.m. at East Geelong Uniting Church
Wednesday 12" April: 7:00 p.m. at Leopold
Thursday 13" April: 7:00 p.m. at East Geelong
Good Friday 14" April Combined Service
at East Geelong at 10:00 a.m.
Easter Day Sunday 16" April, Leopold at 10:30 a.m.
Communion Service at Leopold

CHURCH CONTACTS for the next while...

Minister: Victor Buhagiar 0427 475 009
Worship & Times: Ron Wilson Welfare: Ruth Mitchell
Church Council: Kathleen Cummings Op-Shop: Liz Smith

Church Property: Dennis Mitchell Newsletter: K. Flavell




